
 
 
 
 

POSITION PAPERS 
Gender and Sexuality  

 
 
We want to start by acknowledging the reality that this topic has been very polarizing, 
controversial, and a source of division among many in our day. People on opposite sides of the 
issue have responded in hurtful and offensive ways, which do not lead to healing and harmony.  
 
Also, because of its multi-layered and complicated nature, we ask those of you reading this 
paper to do so with humility, open hearts, and a desire to understand, not just be understood. 
It’s only with a posture of extreme love that we can bring healing to hearts that have been hurt. 
 
For our friends in the LGBT+ community, we want you to know that we are heartbroken by the 
reality that the global church’s posture towards the LGBT+ community has not consistently 
reflected the command of Jesus for Christians to love all people.  
 
Our desire at Echo.Church is to be a community marked by our love and hospitality towards 
everyone, regardless of one’s theological and political views, ethnicity, race, sexual preferences 
and/or gender. We are committed to you - to listen to you and walk with you, regardless of any 
differences we may have. We welcome you into our community of faith and invite you to grow 
with us toward knowing Jesus more and more. 
 
It’s also important to know that we approach this subject from a very personal point of view. 
Many in our staff, leadership core, and church have loved ones, friends, neighbors, and 
co-workers who identify themselves as part of the LGBT+ community.  Therefore, this 
conversation deeply matters to us. 
 
Though it has always been our preference to address this topic in a relational way, we also 
thought it would be important and respectful to lay out our position on sexuality and gender for 
anyone who is exploring our community. We consider ourselves to humbly hold the position of a 
“welcoming but nonaffirming” church, meaning we welcome, love and care for the LGBT+ 
community while continuing to hold the biblical Christian view of sex and marriage between one 
man and one woman. 
 
Therefore, biblically legitimate sexual relations are exercised solely between one man and one 
woman in a monogamous covenantal marriage. Hence, any sexual relations outside of marriage 
(referred to in the New Testament as “porneia” or sexually immorality) including but not limited 
to, adultery, polygamy, polyamorous, premarital sex, and same-sex activity are inconsistent with 
the teachings of the Bible and the Church. Further, the creation, distribution and/or viewing of 
pornography, are incompatible with biblical teachings. In terms of gender, we understand the 
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Scriptures to teach that God created humans in His image to reflect Himself to the world- male 
and female. Each one distinctly and uniquely designed to carry out God’s love to the world. We 
believe altering one's biological design pushes a person further away from God’s intent for them 
and the abundant life God designed them to live. 
 
Echo.Church is committed to responding consistently to all forms of sexual immorality and 
relations outside of marriage in a manner that’s gracious, appropriate, loving and helpful to 
individuals who desire to follow Jesus in our community.  
 
We understand that the biblical teaching on this topic can be seen by many as outdated and 
lacking compassion. However, the driving force behind our tight grip on biblical teaching is that 
we believe and have seen that even when we don’t understand God’s ways, obeying His 
guidelines will lead us into the most fulfilling and meaningful life - which is our desire for all 
people.  
 
Though our conviction is as stated, we also believe that the “sin” is in the action, not the 
attraction. Many of our human attractions, urges, and feelings have to be directed or controlled 
for them to lead us into health, instead of brokenness. This applies to the heteorsexual person’s 
desire for other partners who are not their spouse, as much as for those with homosexual 
desires. 
 
Lastly, more than helping you understand us, we want to get to know you. Our staff and leaders 
are available and open to having healthy conversations regarding sexuality and gender. Our 
primary goal is to help people enter into a life-giving and intimate relationship with their Creator. 
As we each grow to love God more, we are confident that He will make us more and more like 
Jesus and lead us into the most fulfilling life. 
 
“My purpose is to give them a rich and satisfying life.” Jesus (John 10:10, NLT) 
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SUGGESTED RESOURCES: 
 
Helpful websites to search for articles on this topic: 

Right Now Media - Customizable video Bible study library with hundreds of resources on 
numerous topics of work, faith, family, and life. Free for Echo.Church attendees.  
Center For Faith - A collaboration of Christian pastors, leaders and theologians who aspire to be 
the Church's most trusted source of theologically sound teaching and practical guidance on 
questions related to sexuality and gender. 
The Gospel Coalition - Christian organization that seeks to serve the local church by providing 
gospel-centered and Christ-focused content. 
 
Helpful books: 

DeYoung, Kevin. WhatDoes the Bible Really Teach About Homosexuality?  Short book that best 
summarizes the basic theology around homosexuality. 
  
Sprinkle, Preston. Peopleto be Loved: Why Homosexuality is not Just an Issue. This highlights 
the relational part of loving all people while challenging people on both sides of the debate in a 
theologically rooted way. 
  
Brownson, James. Bible, Gender, Sexuality: Reframing the Church’s Debate on Same-Sex 
Relationships.  Reformed pastor and theologian who re-evaluates his traditional stance. 
  
Allberry, Sam. Is God Anti-Gay?   Pastor in the UK who has experienced same-sex attraction 
his whole life writes a short book on the topic addressing many of the questions raised in these 
conversations. 
  
Gagnon, Robert. Homosexuality and the Bible: Two Views. Includes a more conservative 
view—Robert Gagnon—and a more liberal, fully affirming view from Dan Otto Vita. 
 
Hill, Wesley. Washed and Waiting: Reflections on ChristianFaithfulness and Homosexuality. The 
testimony of a gay evangelical Christian who is choosing to embrace celibacy and believes this 
is God’s best when experiencing same-sex attraction. Started up www.spiritualfriendship.org for 
gay Christians who feel similarly called to celibacy. 
 
 
* The resources and links listed are only suggested as sources for further exploration on the 
topics of sexuality and gender. We hope they are useful in helping you form your own 
convictions and response to this important topic. Please keep in mind that listing these 
resources do not necessarily imply our endorsement. 
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https://accounts.rightnow.org/Account/Invite/EchoChurch
https://www.centerforfaith.com/resources-overview
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=DeYoung%2C+Kevin.+What+Does+the+Bible+Really+Teach+About+Homosexuality%3F
https://www.amazon.com/People-Be-Loved-Homosexuality-Issue/dp/0310519659/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1524711865&sr=8-1&keywords=Sprinkle%2C+Preston.+People+to+be+Loved%3A+Why+Homosexuality+is+not+Just+an+Issue.
https://www.amazon.com/Bible-Gender-Sexuality-Reframing-Relationships/dp/0802868630/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524711904&sr=1-1&keywords=Brownson%2C+James.+Bible%2C+Gender%2C+Sexuality%3A+Reframing+the+Church%E2%80%99s+Debate+on+Same-Sex+Relationships
https://www.amazon.com/Bible-Gender-Sexuality-Reframing-Relationships/dp/0802868630/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524711904&sr=1-1&keywords=Brownson%2C+James.+Bible%2C+Gender%2C+Sexuality%3A+Reframing+the+Church%E2%80%99s+Debate+on+Same-Sex+Relationships
https://www.amazon.com/God-anti-gay-Questions-Christians-Ask/dp/1908762314/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524714429&sr=1-1-spons&keywords=Is+God+Anti-Gay%3F&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Homosexuality-Bible-Robert-J-Gagnon/dp/B002SG6HNS/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524714483&sr=1-1&keywords=Gagnon%2C+Robert.+Homosexuality+and+the+Bible%3A+Two+Views
https://www.amazon.com/Washed-Waiting-Reflections-Faithfulness-Homosexuality/dp/0310534194/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524714518&sr=1-1&keywords=Hill%2C+Wesley.+Washed+and+Waiting%3A+Reflections+on+Christian+Faithfulness+and+Homosexuality
http://www.spiritualfriendship.org/

